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degranulation and the release of chemical factors from the mast cell granules, i.e. (1) vasodilators including histamine and serotonin, and (2) polyanionic compounds including heparin, hyaluronic acid and chondroitin sulphate which can bind metallic cations. Selye et al. (1964) have postulated that the latter initiate the calcification in mastocalcergy in the rat. This hypothesis was tested in a further series of experiments in mice. Subcutaneous injections of histamine, serotonin, heparin, hyaluronic acid, chondroitin sulphate or noradrenaline were given following the intravenous injection of dilute lead salts in mice. Calcification followed the injection of histamine and serotonin only. Mast cell degranulation was not a feature following the subcutaneous injections used in this series. Thus vasodilatation without mast cell degranulation resulted in calcification in mice.
In summary, evidence of vasodilatation in simple calcergy and experiments with injected exogenous vasodilators in mastocalcergy suggest that these two phenomena are essentially similar, and that in each case the presence of lead salts alters the reactivity of the collagen fibres so that calcification can be initiated in the environment of a leakage of phosphate and calcium ions from locally dilated blood vessels.
Dr J M Faccini (University College Hospital Medical School, London)
Fluoride-induced Hyperplasia of the Parathyroid Glands Sodium fluoride (in doses of 200 ppm fluoride) introduced into the drinking water of young rabbits and sheep for periods of 4-8 weeks results in the formation of increased amounts of bone.
From examination of long bones by microradiography and light and ultraviolet microscopy after tetracycline labellingit is apparent that fluoride-containing bone is resistant to the normal processes of resorption. This decreased resorption of fluoride-containing bone is associated with increased resorption of non-fluoridecontaining, pre-experimental bone.
Electron microscopy of the parathyroid glands reveals that they are overactive in fluorosis (Faccini & Care 1965) . It would appear that fluoride, by producing a more stable mineral system, i.e. fluoroapatite, reduces the resorption of the bone containing it, which results in the increased resorption of normal non-fluoride-containing bone, through the agency of the parathyroid glands, to maintain the serum calcium at a normal level.
Overactivity of the parathyroid glands would explain the lesions resembling osteitis fibrosa cystica seen in skeletal fluorosis, the reported finding of hyperplastic parathyroid glands in patients treated with large doses of fluoride by Bernstein & Cohen (1967) , and, possibly, the fact that fluoride does not always have a beneficial effect in the treatment of osteoporosis and Paget's disease. Twenty-five patients with hyperparathyroidism were studied before the removal oftheir adenoma. Serum calcium, phosphate, citrate and alkaline phosphatase were measured in all 25 patients and urine hydroxyproline in 11 cases. Kinetic studies with 4"Ca were performed in 15 cases, and bone histology using undecalcified technique was assessed in 11 cases. The relationship between the biochemical values, kinetics and histological measurements of bone resorption and bone formation rate were studied. The findings were as follows:
(1) There is a positive correlation between the weight of the adenoma and the level of the serum calcium, but not with the serum phosphate. The serum calcium is also positively correlated with the serum citrate and urinary hydroxyproline.
(2) Positive correlations have been previously demonstrated between kinetic resorption, serum aIn absentia, read by Dr G F Joplin
